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Trail Funding Process Overview
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Introduction to Infrastructure Funding
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Simplified Grant Applications

The guide simplifies capital grant applications by allowing a single submission for 
multiple funding sources.

Collaborative Funding Approach

OHVIF and CCTH collaboration supports streamlined funding and reduces administrative 
burdens for trail groups.

Guided Application Steps

The guide provides detailed instructions for submitting EOIs, attending intake meetings, 
and completing applications.

Focus on Project Execution

Streamlined processes enable trail groups to dedicate more time to project work rather 
than paperwork.



Key Dates and 
Deadlines
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EOI Submission Window

Expression of Interest opens September 1, 
2026, and closes November 1, 2026, at 11:59 
pm.

Full Application Deadline

Full applications must be submitted by 
February 1, 2027, at 11:59 pm for funding 
consideration.

Funding Decision Dates

OHVIF decisions April 1, 2027; RTE follows 
2027-2028 budget approval.



Funding Programs – RTE & OHVIF
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Recreational Trail 
Expansion Program (RTE)
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Program Goals & Eligibility

Trail development and upgrades on recreational trail to 
increase opportunities for Nova Scotian to recreate in the 
outdoors. Up to 2/3 of capital costs, to a maximum of 
$150,000.

Scoring

 Community Benefit and Impact 20pts
 Needs Assessment and Project Planning 20pts
 Trail Strategy and Department Priorities 35pts
 Viability, Sustainability & Project Funding 25pts



OFF-Highway Vehicle 
Infrastructure Fund (OHVIF)
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Program Goals & Eligibility

Funding for riding areas development, design and accessible 
infrastructure. Up to 50% of costs, usually to $50,000 per 
year.

Scoring

 Authorized users 15pts
 Other funding sources 10pts
 Project Description 10pts
 How the project supports the OHV Trail Network/Riding 

Areas 15pts
 How does this project enhance user experience and user 

safety 10pts
 Need for the project, how it was identified, and how 
project align/supports other plans and initiatives within the 
community and/or the region 10pts
 How long will this capital investment serve the trail 10pts
 Sound Financial Management (application form budget) 
10pts
 Pictures 5pts
 Map 5pts



Step-by-Step Funding Process
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Step 1 – Read & Review
Thorough Guide Review

Carefully read the 2027-2028 Infrastructure Trail Funding 
Guide to understand all requirements and steps.

Utilize Application Tools

Use tools like the checklist, in-kind rates, and budget 
templates to prepare an accurate application.

Engage with Webinars

Join the webinar series running September 2026 through 
January 2027 for guidance on applications, in-kind logs, 
forms, social media, fire smarting and wildlife.

9/14/2026 Sample Footer Text 9



Webinar Series – All Sessions at Noon
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September 14, 2026 | Need Capital Funding for Your Trail?

Walkthrough of the single application process, with scoring insights and tips.

September 24, 2026 | In-Kind Log, How to Use It!

Corey Robar on logging volunteer time, equipment use and donated materials.

October 1, 2026 | Forms Made Easy

Teresa McNutt on fillable forms, direct deposit and digital signatures.

November 9, 2026 | Stop Talking to a Wall

Shaun Whynacht on growing your group through Facebook, email and your website.

December 10, 2026 | Fire Smarting Trails

David Rockwood on simple ways to reduce fire risk along your trails.

January 14, 2027 | Beavers, Birds, and Turtles, Oh My!

Department of Natural Resources on wildlife guidelines, tips and your questions.



Step 2 – Express Your Interest

Submit Expression of Interest

Trail groups must submit a completed EOI form providing an overview of their 
project to the specified email addresses.

Confirmation and Deadline

Applicants receive confirmation within two business days. Deadline to submit 
is November 1, 2026 at 11:59 pm.

Importance of Complete EOI

A complete and clear EOI helps reviewers understand the project scope and 
impact, enabling further evaluation and support.

11



12

Step 2 – Express Your 
Interest

 Use the name and address listed in 
Registry of Joint Stocks

 Include contact people

 Create a detailed description (sell your 
project!)
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Step 3 – Intake 
Meeting
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Scheduling the Intake Meeting

Applicants are contacted to arrange a one-on-
one meeting via phone, online, or in person 
with site visit.

Purpose of the Meeting

The intake meeting reviews project details and 
ensures alignment with funding guidelines. It’s 
also an opportunity  for the applicant to ask 
questions about their project or process.

Next Step

Eligible projects will advance to the application 
stage .



Step 4 – Submit Application
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Submission Deadline

Applications must be submitted by February 1, 2027, at 11:59 pm to be considered for 
funding.

Submission Methods

Applications can be emailed or mailed to 80 Walker Street, Suite 1, Truro, NS B2N 4A7; 
notify us if sent via mail.

Complete Application Requirements

The application must be complete, signed by two authorized officers, and include all 
supporting documents.

Use of Checklist

Applicants should use the provided checklist to ensure all necessary documents are 
properly included and formatted.



16Step 4 – Submit Application



17Step 4 – Submit Application



18Step 4 – Submit Application



19Step 4 – Submit Application



Step 5 – Notification & 
Approval
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Funding Decision Timeline

OHVIF Committee announces funding decisions in April 2027; CCTH 
announcements follow provincial budget approval.

Applicant Notifications

Applicants receive separate notifications for each program’s outcome 
to ensure clear communication.

Reporting Process

If applicants receive both RTE and OHVIF you will be required to 
submit two separate final reports.

Feedback 

Unsuccessful applicants can seek feedback either through email or 
phone.



Step 7 – Final Report Requirements
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Two Reports If Dual Funded

Groups funded by both OHVIF and RTE must submit two separate final reports.

Report the Full Project Value

Include all funding sources, in-kind contributions and donations, not just the grant.

In-Kind & Equipment Logs

Use our log or your own; one log covers both programs and signatures are not required.

Proof of Payment

OHVIF requires all invoices and proof of payment; RTE only records this in the report.

Tell Your Project Story

Share photos and highlights, and keep two people familiar with the project details.



Additional Guidance
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Application Checklist
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Essential Documentation

Include evidence of landowner permissions, liability insurance, and 
endorsement letters with your application.

Visual and Project Details

Attach maps, drawings, and before pictures to illustrate the work 
location clearly.

Comprehensive Budget

Provide a detailed project budget with cost breakdown, revenues, in-
kind contributions, and two quotes.

Regulatory Compliance

Submit proof of approval from regulatory bodies and compliance 
with local by-laws and construction guidelines.



Helpful Tips for Submission
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Use of Adobe Reader

Applicants should use Adobe Reader to fill forms accurately and utilize provided resources for 
downloads and signing PDFs.

Consistent File Naming

Save forms using a consistent naming format like '27.28_ApplicantName' to maintain order and 
identification.

Signature Options

Digital signatures are preferred, but printed and scanned signatures are acceptable to complete 
the submission process.

Rental Rates & In-Kind Rates 

Applicants are encouraged to utilize the Rental Rates for Construction Equipment and the Most 
Common In-Kind Rates for Donated Labor, Equipment & Materials when completing their 
budgets.

Complete Application

If the application is not complete it will not move onto the scoring step. Provide all information 
requested and use the check list. If you submit your application on or before January 18th, 2027, 
we will review your application to ensure it’s complete.



Thank you!
ohvif.application@novascotia.ca

ccthtrailgrants@novascotia.ca
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Question?

mailto:ohvif.application@novascotia.ca
mailto:ccthtrailgrants@novascotia.ca
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