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Highlights from Fundy Region, July 2019 – September 2019
Cumberland County
Cumberland Trails Association
• Ward’s Falls hiking trail continues to benefit from improvements in bridge
building and repairs.
• Severe damage to the Great Trail from Pugwash Junction to Oxford
remains a challenge. Deep rail trail culverts need to be replaced as well
as long sections of trail that are washed out. The Town of Oxford helped
support a SANS and ATVANS grant to get some of the work started; some
work will require Dept of Environment approvals. Donations are being
sought and additional funding has been applied though Communities,
Culture and Heritage. Approval for all work is granted from Lands and
Forestry.
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Oxford Area Trails Association
• Short Line Trail: Continuing work on culverts and trail
surfacing. The Town of Oxford graded the Great Trail
from Water Street to the terminus of the old Short
Line. Dorian washouts are being examined on Pine
Tree Corner Hill and will be repaired soon. Crusher
dust trail tread treatment is planned for the tunnel
to Water Street if funds allow.
• The Bunny Trail (photos right) is complete, and a new
walking bridge and donated swing overlooking the
River Phillip have been installed. Dorian damage has
been cleaned up by volunteers.
Amherst Area Trails Society
• Hosted a number of guided hikes over the summer.
Colchester County
Tatamagouche Area Trails Association
• Major projects on the Short Line Trail in 2019:
• Surface upgrade (to crusher dust) is completed on an additional 4.5 km westward from the west end of
Tatamagouche at Route 6 to just beyond the Slade Road (towards Oxford). This makes a continuous
stretch of approximately 18 km (one way) crusher dust trail in the Tatamagouche area.
• Enhancements to Station Road (below) and Denmark trailheads are underway, including entrance
signage, 3-panel and 2-panel timber kiosks with map and signage, larger parking areas, and
landscaping.
• Hurricane Dorian did minor damage; all trees and one trail washout have been cleared and repaired.
• The Great Trail Treasure Hunt was successful again this year, with 30 signatures on the log sheet
hidden along our section of trail.
• Hosted a hike and a bike ride during TataFest that were well attended and enjoyed by all who
participated.
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Cobequid Eco-Trails Society (Gully Lake Hiking Trail System)
• Hosted a fantastic hike to Maguma Falls in the Gully Lake Wilderness
Area. New boardwalk installations and bridging are beautiful and
enhance the hiking experience.
• Have had many work crews clearing damage from Dorian.
Kenomee Trail Society
•
•
•

Thomas Cove Trails were hit hard by Hurricane Dorian and have since
been cleared.
Devil’s Bend Trail has been cleared after Dorian.
Hurricane clean-up is still underway on Kenomee Canyon Trail.

Municipality of Colchester
•

•

•

•

TIR is now working on tendering the installation of an RRFB (rectangular
rapid flash beacon) marked crossing on Highway 236 at the intersection
of Truro Heights Road, where the Cobequid Trail crosses Hwy 236. The
Municipality requested this infrastructure and is responsible for the
installation cost (estimate $40,000).
A Bike Fixation bike repair station, co-branded with Cobequid Trail and
Blue Routes logos, and bicycle racks have been installed near the
Cobequid Trail at the Fundy Discovery Site.
Under agreement with the Dept. of Agriculture, construction of two
sections of trail on dyke was completed. The dyke elevation was raised
as part of the trail construction. At the Fundy Discovery Site, a 300-m
section of the Cobequid Trail beside the Salmon River was constructed
last fall and is now open; this was partially funded by TCT. At the
“Cobequid Bay Lookoff”, a 260-m section of the Cobequid Trail in Lower
Truro now connects the rail trail to a new trailhead on Hwy
236; this was partially funded by CCH-RTEP. Trailhead signage
and other amenities will be added.
Under the Community Trail Funding Program, $79,618 was
approved in 2019 for community trail groups for maintenance
and capital projects. During the 15 years of this program, a
total of $999,234 has been awarded to community trail groups!
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Cliffs of Fundy Aspiring Global Geopark
www.fundygeopark.ca
A Geopark is a single, unified geographical area where sites and
landscapes of international geological significance are managed with a
holistic concept of protection, education and sustainable development.
A Geopark designation attracts tourists wishing to explore the
connections between geology, local communities, culture, and nature.
Geoparks are designed to promote tourism and celebrate a region’s
uniqueness, and do not prohibit any land use.
Interactive online guide now available:
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/4fe5ddb9093a46eb920df5234773e8fd
Several geosites which are part of the Cliffs of Fundy Geopark have managed
trails. As part of phase 1 of geopark signage, geosite wayfinding signs were
installed at the following geosites prior to UNESCO Global Geopark evaluators
visiting the Cliffs of Fundy in July:
Ward Falls
Partridge Island
Economy Falls (Kenomee Trails)
Thomas Cove
Mi’k’mawey Debert
Five Islands Provincial Park:
Red Head, Old Wife, Five Islands
Cape Chignecto Provincial Park:
Red Rocks, Cobequid Fault at West Advocate, McGahey Brook, Spicer
Cove, Three Sisters, Anderson Cove and Squally Point, Sea Stack
(Eatonville)
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Highland Region Report for NS Trails
April 16, 2019
Saint Andrews Trail Association – Blacksmith Valley Rd to the Credit Union and Route
316 St Andrews, Ns
 East Coast Credit Union Trail completed. A ‘nice’ compacted gravel bike path
for the senior residents of SASHA.
 Grand opening is scheduled for October 17. ECCU CEO will be on site and the
ere will be a BBQ.

Pomquet Development Society - Pomquet Acadian Trail. 6KM coastal walking
trail.
 Trails have been open all summer in the Monks Head Provincial Park.
 Numbered markers are linked to a self-guided interpretive brochure
 Tea room will be closing for the winter season and reopening in July 2020.
Positive Action for Keppoch Society - ~50KM Mixed Use, non-motorized trails
located off TCH 104, exit 30 Antigonish County, NS
 Busiest summer yet. Usership increased by ~40% from 2018.
 Completed 1 Km of new downhill mountain bike trail.
 Renovated Pump track in base area.
 Built kid friendly bike trail ‘paper route’
 Updated 3 existing trails for smoother surface tread.
 Significant damage from Dorian >30 trees blown down and 1 full week of
trail maintenance.
 Complete renovation on ‘pump track’ in base area. End of Fall 2019 will
conclude 2 year capital improvement projects.

Cape George Trails – 37Km of hiking trails on the Northumberland coast, trail
heads at multiple locations of Rt. 245.
 XXXX
Guysborough County Trails Association – 56 km trail located Guysborough
county / Village of Guysborough, NA
 Had a busy summer “Trails were in the best shape ever”.
 Will be looking for additional funding to upgrade / repair 2 bridges on trail.



Minimal damage from Dorian. Will be seeking funds from CCH – have
forwarded email with information to Phillip Hochman.

N.S. Trails Federation Regional Report
Cape Breton Region -- October 5, 2019 Meeting
I reached out to the twenty-one paid up members of N.S. Trails Federation via the E-mail
addresses provided, with the following message:
My name is Wilson Cameron. I am one of the Regional Representatives, representing
Cape Breton Island, on the Board of N.S. Trails Federation. Could you kindly reply and
let me know what projects your group has currently underway or has planned for the
future. N.S. Trails Federation is a resource for trail stakeholders and may be able to help
resolve problems encountered in the planning or construction of a project.
If you wish to call me, please do so. Home 902-625-3701, cell 902-227-8119.
Regards,
Wilson
So far I have only received replies from four groups, which I found disappointing.
Reporting groups were:
Celtic Shores Coastal Trail. There were some fallen trees over the trail, as a result of
Dorian Storm, which were removed in a timely manner by trail volunteers. Vegetation
has been removed from the sides/banks of the trail twice so far this season. In some cases
this involves the use of a tractor and bushhog.
As of this date there are two sections of the trail that have been closed. A culvert has
collapsed at Km. 57.3. Estimated cost for this repair is $100,000.00 plus.
A repair is currently underway at Km. 59. This repair involves the stabilization of a river
bank beside the trail. Cost is over $200,000.00.
Cape Mabou Trail Club. Volunteers are in the process of clearing debris from the trail
as a result of Dorion Storm. They also hope to replace some of the signs along the trail.
Whycocomagh Development Commission.
This group is currently trying to raise money to purchase a piece of property in the village
for a trailhead entrance. They are also clearing brush along their trail and hope to replace
a bridge this year.
Baddeck Area. The Victoria County Trails Federation has made application to become a
member of N.S. Trails Federation. They are hoping to build a multi-use trail from
Baddeck to the Highlands and beyond.

Another trail group in the area is the Biosphere Northeast Trails Association. They are a
hiking trails group and are currently working on a trail near Baddeck called the Nicholson
Trail. The trail is approximately 3.5 km. long with about 700 meters following the
southerly side of the Baddeck River. The trail has been cleared of brush and is flagged
but still requires more work and signage. They hope to build a small parking area next
spring.
Wilson Cameron

NS Trails
South Shore Region Report
October 2019

Queens Rails to Trails
The official re-opening of the Trestle Trail Bridge in Liverpool
is taking place on September 21st. This event is as a result of
approximately 5 years of work by the association and a direct
result of the work of Laura Barkhouse, financial support of the
J. W. Murphy Foundation, the provincial Dept. of
Communities, Culture and Heritage, the Region of Queens
Municipality and the members of the association. This marks
the completion of phase 1 and our plan is to complete the
repairs next year in phase 2 commencing next spring.

Shelburne
The Woodland Multiuse Trail Association and Shelburne County ATV Association are in the
midst of yet another big year. They just completed the replacement of a 54-foot steel bridge at
Ogden Creek on the East Jordan Trailway. Volunteer work parties are arranged to put the
finishing touches on the bridge by building the approach rails.
A contractor is working on recovering 9 km of rail bed to shared multi use trail standards in East
Jordan hoping to complete by November. Another contractor is refurbishing the bridge
abutment of the East River bridge on that trail. When those contractors have finished the club
will do the in-kind volunteer portion of trail construction by building the decks, railings, curbs
and approach rails on the five bridges along the trail. We will also mount the necessary
regulatory sign posts and signs. When complete this will connect eastern Shelburne County by
shared multi use trail from the Jordan River to trails in Queens County, about 33Kms.
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Chester
Surface grading and brush cutting was the focus of Summer 2019 on the Chester Connection
and Aspotogan sections of the Rum Runners Trail. We experienced a fair amount of damage
from Hurricane Dorian with about 40 fallen trees removed and six significant washouts
repaired.

Dynamite Trail
The Dynamite Trail Association (part of the Rum Runners Trail) is planning for their Annual Trail
Walk. Everyone is invited to join them for this guided tour on Sunday October 20th at 2:00pm.
Ride For Cancer
The Rum Runners Trail will have just under 600 riders participating in the 2019 Ride For Cancer.
It is taking place on Saturday, September 28th. Trail groups have been working diligently to get
the trail in great shape for the ride. Https://yourrideforcancer.ca/
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Hike Nova Scotia Report
for the NS Trails Board Meeting October 5, 2019
Accomplished since mid-June 2019
Courses
In June we held two Field Leader - Hiking courses in Shelburne and Inverness; a Navigation course
in Sydney and four Re-Connecting with Nature workshops in Halifax, Wolfville, Dayspring and
Hebron. In September we held a Field Leader - Overnight module.
Hiking Summit
The 9th annual Nova Scotia Hiking Summit will take place in Chéticamp from June 5 to 7, 2020.
Our co-hosts are Les Hikers, La Société Saint-Pierre and P
 arks Canada. Registration will open in
early 2020 and more information will become available at that time. Hike NS invites those
interested in presenting at the 2020 Hiking Summit to email us by October 18.
Fall Guided Hikes
Hike Nova Scotia and 25 host organizations have partnered to offer the Fall Guided Hike Series.
There are over 50 hikes led by local folks and participants qualify to win “trail prizes.” Most hikes are
free and some require pre-registration. Hike NS thanks its partners for organizing the hikes on the
ground as well as MEC, Goose Lane Editions and the NS Department of Communities, Culture and
Heritage for their support.
Hiker Challenge
Hike NS’s new Hiker Challenge is about inspiring, motivating and rewarding you to start hiking or
to hike more. Your reward is a badge to show off on clothing or backpacks, being listed on our
Honour Roll and qualifying for prize draws provided by The Trail Shop. The program was launched
at The Trail Shop, the program sponsor, on September 17 in Halifax.
Other Events & Happenings
On June 16 Hike NS held its AGM in Truro. We have partnered with various resorts and partners on
hike-eat-stay events (some proceeds to support Hike NS). We attended the NS Biodiversity Act
consultation sessions in July and the launch of the NS Trails Strategy in August. In July Hike NS
co-hosted a presentation by Michael Haynes in Halifax and led a Pride Week hike in partnership
with MEC. Hike NS will take over some aspects of the Walkabout program from Heart & Stroke.
Plans for the coming months
We will continue to offer our slate of courses and workshops. Hike NS will present at the Recreation
NS conference in October. We will hold an online auction in November and will begin planning the
Winter Guided Hike series. A Hike NS Membership survey will be deployed this fall. More info on
any of the above events or initiatives can be found at www.hikenovascotia.ca.
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Valley Zone Update

Prepared by the
Annapolis Valley Zone Reps
Rick Jacques and Beth Pattillo
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